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An ADDRESS relating to the African 
Company, to be preſented to 


HER MAJESTY. 


To the Queen's Moſt Excellent Majeff 'Y, 


AW be Humble Addreſs of the Governour, Council and 


Aﬀembly, of the Iſland of JAM AICA. {- _ 


| E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Gover- 
c: nour, Council and Aſſembly, of this your Majeſty's Iſland of 
6 Jamaica, underſtanding that your Majeſty has at this Time 
under your Royal Conſideration, the Trade to Africa, upon 
the Eſtabliſhment of which our Eſtates in this your Majeſty's Iſland, and 
the Welfare of this your Colony do intirely depend; and being aſſur'd your 
Majeſty will always have a tender Regard to the Proſperity of all your 
ood Subjects; preſume to acquaint your Majeſty, that we have for many 
Years paſt found very great Advantages from an open and free Trade to, 
Africa, which we are under Apprehenſions would not only be loſt to us, 
from an Excluſive Trade, but that we ſhould be thereby involved in inſu- 
perable Difficulties. a | | 
| Beſides all other Inconveniencies of Monopolies, we humbly conceive it 
will be plain to your Majeſty, what extream Hardſhips we are like to ſuf- 
fer if it be in the Power of a few Men to rate our Commodities as they think 
fit to furniſh our Markets, or ſuffer us to want as ſhall beſt ſuit their pri- 
vate Gain to engroſs intirely to themſelves and their Factors the Spaniſh 
Trade, which alone can be carried on by a Supply of Negroes, and in all 
other Particulars to render our Intereſt in great Meaſure dependant on their 
own : And whether this will not have an ill Conſequence upon the Trade 
of Great Britain, in diſcouraging the Exportation of its Woolen Manu- 
factures, and leſſening the Importation of Bullion as well as of the Com- 
modities of the Growth of your Majeſty's Plantations, we humbly ſubmir 
ro your Majeſty's Wiſdom. | 
But we ask Pardon of your Majeſty for detaining your Ear too long, 
with our weak Arguments ; Experience more than Reaſon has taught 
us to ſet an ineſtimable Value upon Freedom in Trade, and this Trade in 
articular, which is of ſo great Importance to us: And we humbly rely, 
hat your Majeſty, in your great Clemency and Princely Favour, will pre- 
ſerve and perpetuate it to all your Subjects without Excluſion. 


CoN- 


(49) 


- ConslIDERATIONS Oferd to the Lords Commiſſioners of 

Trade and Plantations in relation to the African Company's obtain- 

ing an Excluſtve Trade to the Coaſt of Guinea, referring to the 
Petitions laid down in the Addreſs of the Governour, Council and 
Aſſembly, of JAMAICA, preſented to Her Majeſty, viz. 


0” HAT an excluſive Trade to the Coaſt of Africa will always be car- 
ried on by the Company, ſo as to under- balance the Trade of 
this Uland, by which Means the Price of Slaves muſt neceſſarily be advan- 
ced, and the Price of the Commodities of the Produce of the Iſland beat 
down. | 
IT. That the Company having that Trade intirely in their own Hands, 
unlefs the Planters will pay the exorbitant Prices demanded by the Com- 
2 Factors, they will not be furniſh'd with Negroes neceſſary to carry 
on their Plantations. A | | Ps” 
III. That the Conſequence of an Excluſive Trade to the Coaſt of Guiz 
nea will in Effect be the Eſtabliſhing in the Company an Excluſive Trade 
likewiſe to the Spaniſßh Coaſt, nothing being more evident than that no ad- 
vantagious Trade can be carried on thither hy the Britiſb, and particularly 
the Woolen Manufactures, without Negroes, to put them off, and to de- 
fray the Charges of tranſporting them; the ſupplying or with- holding 
thereof will depend intirely on the Pleaſure of the Com any. 
IV. That thereby we ſhall likewiſe be barr'd of a moſt beneficial Trade 
from this Iſland to the Coaſt of Africa, which employs a vaſt Number of 
our Sailors, and takes off ſeveral Commodities of the Growth of this Iſland, 
which would otherwiſe be of little or no Uſe to us; The Advantage whete- 
of in the End centers in Great Britain. | 
Laſtly, That Trade being reduc'd within ſo narrow a Compaſs as that 
of an Excluſive Company, the Navigation, which is the principal Strength 
of this Iſla nd muſt neceſſarily ſuffer ; our Country already thin of People 
want Encouragement, and be render'd incapable of defending it ſelf either 
againſt a foreign or domeſtick Enemy: Beſides our being deprived for the 
future of the many Opportunities we have hitherto enjoy'd of remitting 
great Quantities of Bullion yearly to Great Britain. 


Vera Copia. 
JAMAICA, June 1. 1711. 
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